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The Brandt Report  is  a gold mine for the internat ional ly

minded person, scholar or not,  not  only for  a l l  the i r fornat ion given

but afso for  leading bhe trained" ur r^ntrained eye straight to the

basic point ,  wi th two important omissions to be ment ioned- befow. fhe

stand.s taken are moraf ly i r reproachable.  The quest ion is whether the

analysi-s is of  usuch a k ind that i t  can lead to workable pol i t ical

nrrrnosa. l  s J:ha.1,  + --^ -L +;  +. ' f  e t ta.  nrop-ramrne f  r r  srrnr i r re l  l t -  theI / !vyvrsf  u uu6v urrs!  uur io uI  uuuv ur-u f  JJ Du!vf  v@r t  L

lof ty goal  the comission has set for  i tsel f .  Vkrat  I  shal l  t ry to show

is Lhat the answer is pr lhat  the "programme of pr ior i - t ies" (chapter

17 in the Report)  is  ( i )  unreal ist ic and ( i i )  even i f  i  t  coufd be

' imn' l  omcnted wou' ld lead to the wrong resul is-  a.nd. that  th is is due to
,  

v! )v

cnma o^rraFz f1 nr.rq i  n ihe ene' j  r rs i  s nf '  thp r^rnr^k inrrq nf  t .ho enn j  amr: 'uLue i jevel .e r  Law- , . ,  , - - ,  *--*-r '  - -*  - - - , - - - . - IJOfafy

wnr ' ld SwSf.cm- 
' f  

-^^^ - , . i rF^,  r  
^^-- ; .^-  t ) .^ t  rL i^ :n Fr Warz rcfTeCl,g gnwvLlu JJouglr .  _ u 6uuJ wf ur jU/u D4Ji l l6 Lr i4L UILID f-r  - - '  f i4J rsr  r9uL

the moraf cal iber of  the members : f  ihe impressive conmission, nor on

thelr  intel lectual  capaci ty.  I t  is  a ref l -ect ion of  their  wor ld v iews,

thoughrranging from conservat ive to middle-wing social  democrar,  wi th

Lhe report  ly ing somewhere in-between, wi th al l  bf .e compromises needed

to arr ive at  a docr.Lmerrt  wi th which al l  members can ident i fv.

tv lw orr ,nr  . i - i  f r j  - -"r  +.-  . . ;  +] .  thc renort  s l ,pr ts a. l rpedrr  r^r i  +] .  i tsU vvvrr  UIr f  ,Uqr UJ WI UIJ uyvr u J U@I UD @LLVaVJ W! LI I

t i t le and the map on the outside: a wt l r ld neat ly div ided " l lor th-Southrr .
iet:catecl-y above, that his lruts 

"t-he

L thirk,  as stateci  /  issue wrongly f rom -- , : ,e - tary beglnning. because

there is no l lor th,  hardly any South and i t  is  hardly between North and

South that the issue is locaied. Thi is,  the state scrral ist  countr ies,

whether one wants to refer to then as l tsocial ist"  or  not,  do not enter

the world economy the same way as the market or private capital-ist

countr ies d.o:  they are much less involved in the Third wor ld because

of the absence, pract ical ly speaking, of  investments and the high level

of  sef f -suf f ic iency in raw mater iafs in th is region of  the wor ld.  the

world Northeast Second, there is no doui : t  an impact of  d.eter iorat ing

economic condltions in the world Northwest on the state socialist

countr ies,  a t ransmission of  inf fat ion and unemployment for  instance .
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el i tes
Ancl. there is litt1e d-oubt that the/' prefer a strong

;Iorthwest to have something tc eatch up with,  jn their  propagand.a,

to use as a threat,  and above al l  to import  technologl f rom. But

they have a different conception of i,rhat the Third world should. d-o,

more based on basic structural change, rrrevolutionil and. less d.e-

pendence on the countries in the I'Iorihwest. lrihat remains of their

marxist orentation would make them see this as a hi storical

noaaqqr '  f r r  a q qnmothi  nc l - .h: ' l -  - i  e cni  no in l 'annon tnrn,rzar qnd !A
! , l ,J | )gJ '9Ir+

cont inu-e basing oneself  on an essent ial ly capital ist ic internat ion-

al  div is ion of labour would- be worse than a fo11y, i t  would be a-

histcr ical .  Ofcourse they hope in the process to reap internat ion-

al  t rad.e benef i ts from sc.c;al- ist  countr ies in the Third world,

hrrt  thorr  r^rar* f  n dn l -7 i  e dt-onJ- l - r  ' -  - .+ in i  j -aet l r r  hrr  Trrr inc - .  a
_-s v -  I  r !

First  world resuscitate i ts " interdependencerr with the Third

world. at a new and. hieher l-evel so that the First world stil] is

stronp" enorrph j ; r ' '  awi,and fnr instanea. snf t  1n:1g tO the SeCOnd.u u!  v116 vrrv46rr  uerru t

world. Incid-ental ly,  i t  may also be in the Second world interest

to have the First worl-d more dependent on the Second worfd than

on the Third. world, investing in Siberia rather than in the Sahel

or the Kaj  a.har i  -  for  instance. The state 59gi{ , i  s f  er t t r t r 'as araul lu l \e lefrelJt  lvMloU@IM. I l l9 aua-s UUWIUl lgot  4et

r f far  : - l - l

1oans.

ro l  a t ' i  r rc l  w rel  i  a.ble l f -er  i t  comes to serwi r : i . rp"
LvLl j  wL u v lJ

Then, the id-ea of a world "South". That there has been

a largely successful voting and. bargaining Thifld. worl-d. bl-oc in

i - , |  e . l lT swsten i  s r.ra' l  I  - l ,nornrn - a.nd -a-v of thc r:onr-rnission rer-bers

have experience with this at a highly personal level-. But the

South is cut through by so many cleavages that erpressions such

as 'rSouthrr and the "Third- world-r' become increasingly mislead-ing.

To mention only some:

-  tha ni ' l  -ovnnr '  
'  /^--^\  tho nther"* ( \Toptrn. \

- - - r - , ' I ] -ng \Ut ' f lU/  VS. .^,-- r \ ,S/

the newly industrializing countries (lffCs) vs. the others
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- the Isl-amic countries vs. the others

- the countries investing in other Third world countries vs. the

rest

F,nd then there are the usua1 continental/geographical

divides and the social ist  /capitaLLst dist inct ion. A11 of thls may

not be so important at  the lever of I rN resolut ions; i t  is at  the

l-evel of  concrete pol i t ical  act ion that r t  starts becoming

important.

To br ing out the point c lear ly,  let  us for the sake cf
siniplicity operate with a d,ivision of the south into three: opEC

Nrcs and the REST. The Brand"t Report world mod.er_ then looks

sornething like this:

wi l l  g ive better
-  access _l_ First worl d i _-_ mtCs

V- t 1: 
. -'witl 

ord-er highb
better terms massive reli_able level_ prod.ucts
of trade aid and predictable - 1\

\\ .. Surpply_,of cornmodities \
\ *.-: --^- I -r '

"*  
not t{ -  

-  *a^- jmassi.re 4. - ./{

@ru

r  shal l  comment on the scheme later,  suff ice i t  here cnly

to point out how di f ferent ly the var ious parts of the South enter

the scheme. As wi l l  be indicated- later there are c;ons-;d.erable

d.isharrnonies of interest even within the South. Using the

term rrsouth, nyst i f ies this by making one bel ieve that there is

a bloc' even an actor with which one can have meaningful dialogues

with a broad agend-a of issues assuming that south will come to

terrns with south once North has come to terms with south. Even

leaving the state sociali5; cou:-rtries out - which probably can
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be done as they are nrarginaf to the key issue of the Brandt Re6rcrt

"emergency act ion to avert  imninent economic cr is is"  -  any

presentat ion in terms of  only t rvo bfocks of  countr ies in

conf I ic t  is  doomed to l :e misleadinq.

This becomes much more complex as we make use of  the

third c leavage al luded to above, introducing the confucian-

buddhist-westernizLng countr ies,  in other rvords,  Japan, the four

mini-Japans (  South Korea, Taivran, I longKong and Singapore )  and

indeed -  China, possibly al-so other countr ies in the Fourth

vror ld.  I t  can be argued "-hat th is is the coming point  of

gravi ty of  the wor ld economy, and before the end of  th is century.

I f  there is something to th is +-hen the I ' igure above is also

misleading in a very importa.nt  sense: f rom the Fourth wor ld one

country,  Japan, is in the First  Worlc l  and at  least  four (possibfy

also oi l -strong Tndonesia and commooity-st-rong Malaysia) countr ies

Fre 
^rncrn.y 

f  he NICs. And then there is somef hino raf  her hio r-al  lcd

China -  Lf  a l l  th is is able to come together in coordinated or

at  least  compat ib le act ion then the rest  of  the scheme changes

completely.  For inside the v lor ld Southeast,  the Brandt Report

New Deaf could already tal<e place, but aid-ed by a shared civ i l - -

isat ionaf ethos, a factor neglected by the Brandt Report  rvhich is

very weak on history and cul ture.  This is not v,zhat is most

l ikely to happen, however.  Japan wi l l  hardly open her markets

to al l  the Southeast r l ' ICs,  but pref  er ,  togelher wi th them and

China ( that  may one day becoi-ne a I ' I IC,  and a rnajor one) to dorninate

the world markets.  To the extent that  is  the case, the economic

conf l ic t r  ds argued above, is not between North and South but

lcetv;een a wor ld lJorthvrest  (wj- thout Japan) and a wor ld Southeast

(wi th Japan) .

Sernant ics? FIardly,  these are basic wor ld real i t ies.  One

sees di f  f  erent th ings, depending on how one div ides the r ,vor ld.  And

the same appl ies to +-he second di f f  icul ty wi th the repor-u,  a lso

on the t i t le page: "  of  the Independent Commissi-on on fnter-
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nat ional Development Issues." In what sense is i t  ' r independent?r '

Of net i  nn: ' l  cnrrarnmanl:q nnqqihlrr  r taq Rrr i  t l rorr  aro nnt J-haeu t  f  vuur utr9J ar I  LJ.v u vf  ts

nnl r r  ml i  or  f  nrnac i  n tho unr l  11 end nrt 'ndlr  ^2n ho i 'nd anond onf af

them al l  except through splendid. isclat ion. Is the chairman,

l , t l i l lw Srandl r ' . ,rdpnpndarrJ: nf i l^r '  German Labor-rr movement and- i ts

nat'.rral concerl with guaranteed enpl_oJ,rnent in a society und.er-

going "stractr,iral rational-ization" with all kind-s of au"toma+"Lon/

r .nhnt ' i  v .at i  an qnd ' i  r tor^2 c i  ncl  t r  ovnnqo. l  in f  ha nnmnoi i  i  i  ar  r . r i  |h

the world Southeast for markets all over the world. includ.inE in

Germany itself? Would. it not be strange if he d.id- not weave the

report around. the theme of ensured- emploprent by the old methods

nf nradi  n*ah' l  a r- I  
- .a---+^^i  

c.-nnlrr  n l  ncmmrr i  t - i  ae i re l r rd inqw! .b. '_gurvu@u!g at lv . /_vaLql !  uggq pf , } / } , fJ uf  uur! , r ! { !  uIqDt r l lv f  4ur i t -

enersr resources and markets, f  : r  prodrcis r ' rhere the First  world. ,

i r ra l r rd inc Comentr  r^rnrr- l  d ] .^ tetr+ e c.^mI]At^2 t i r ro :drr :n i .aso?
v v!  r ' ! l j r - \ . /

Then the word- r l internat ionalrr ,  in ' l internat ional develop-

ment issuesrr.  The rhetor ic of the report ,  the moral appeal,  very

well written and very appealing, is at the leve1 of the su-ffering

individual iruman beings of this r/Ior-rd, and. r:ghtly s-.. tsut the

analysis is at the international level and. so are almost all the

concrete suggest ions about transfers and" red-istr ibut ions. Nobody,

at least not the present author, will argue against international

social  just ice, But there is a basic point about t ime ord"er that

is not taken into account in the pious references in chapter B to

"the task of the south":  ' lnat ional pol ic ies to al- leviate povertr i f r ,

"soci-al  and. economic reformsr ' ,  "elements of an ant i-poverty

clrq-F.amr rr  r r+ha 6- i^ ' - ' ! - '  ^F.* iC11l tqferr .  
t taSSiSt ing the t infOrmal

t  vrrs yr tvr t  vJ vt  Qblr
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ser: tor t l r -  I 'snnial  sorrr ieAql f  ,  n l : r rn i r 'c  end, nert in ina* inn A1' t  ^ f,  I r ra_!r__r !a!  u!ua!@ urUl l  r  } I I I  ( ) - r

them very good. points,  but are they l ikely to come about when

international- d.istribution comes first?

This is a key di lemma in al l  d.evelopment strategies, in

i1^oarrr  :nd in nr:nt i  na.  t l^o nr^ner t ime ord.er.  T? c,err .a in nl . : rseq

hL€-vo 2. l reA.r i r r  J: :ken nla-ee in iernal ' l r r .  r , rpal l jnc qtrnnc nannla r^r i  *1.l f r  JL_-r*rrJ ,  u!c4 u!J l5 b L,*v-16 yc_!!s v/_ ut I

abi l  i tw to nz"Ass fOr therf  fa i f  share thropoh 
^.nnrorr ia+c 

:r -
vq€rJ ar pL

st i tut ions in a structure not too much biased against them, then

no problem. rncreased resou-:rces due to international re-d-istrr-

bution would accrue to the people through welfare state measu-res,

above al l  f ree school ing and med_ical  services ,  better exchange

relations between urban and r,-Lral , and f ormal and inforr,.ial o sectors

and - perl aps atove all - r:-lre :pN:r|:::-y --c reta.-:\ s-rnl:rs

nrnd-:r :o. l  a.L.  l . r  o : ; : to: .  c j .  t i_e c -^ j  3!- ,  L ' .nt . . i .  
- . -or6TAt i r_ps --___ J.-5__ U-! t -  

-_a,+,  
er ,

ccrun'Lr]es ctc.  I ;* ,  ; - ;_- . r .  changes C: :_; t  come ac.out easi iy,  atr ;

' -Lsual ly not thro-Lgi-  moral  appeals to the el i tes.

Hence, the problern is and remains whether international redistribution will

increase or decrease the chances of intranational red-istribu_tl_on.

The idea ltwhen there is moz:e to share then more will be shared-rr is

rather naive for there is already more to share, and. has been so for

a long t ine;after al l  there has been posit ive growth in most

cor-mtr ies .  But nevertheless, people are more poor than before.

conclusion: all that is going to happen is that the internal- EaDS

and contradictions will increase and that a good. portion of the

extra resolr-rces that come into a cormtry in the 'rsouth" will be

used to protect uppeT class pr iv ireges, with the power that
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strenenthened nol ' i  r :e : . " rd ni  l ;  ta.rw can wield.

This is not a pl-ea for "revofut ion f i rst ,  then inter-

national red-istributionrr. It is sinply a reading of what has

happened- in most of the South during the 1!6Os and 1!70s, with

the accompar5ling id-ea that the time order matters. But the

intra-project  does,not have to be completed for the inter-project

to make sense. No social  project is ever completed..  \ ,^ lhat has

to be d-one is a eood start .  the creat ion of inst i tut ions that are

self-supporting and will continue to grcw in the d.irection of

stpa.di  l r r  innrnrr ine the condi  t i  on of  r :La naonl  a -  and. nOt eVen thatu uvquttJ

is  being done i-n most Third. world countr ies. Hence i t  is very

hard. tr-l believe that "international d.evelopment issuesil really

hold. the key to "survival" .  They are important,  but as a necess-

qnr nnnd' i  f  i  an nn fan nf  fha orrar*-r  rv} ,  u-  .  - - I  ncrc necessarxr c:nd- i t i :n of  basic

internal change. I f  the Brandt heport  had s;:e good rdeas atout

how to set internal type of change into motion it uo:rfd have

been most welcome! -  but for that purpose the composit ion of the

commission was hard-]y the nost fort'unate one.

Let me then return to the international Kemesianism

impl ic i t  in the tr igure aLove. I t  }c- l :s s:  convincing at the

f i rst  r" la.nee- T1^e Ff i rst  r , ror . ld cniwes I-  tLe mhir :d.  r r fOf ld-  What i t

asks for:  better terms of t rade for raw

nater ia ls/eo-nnod' i t ' ies ( inclr :d ' i  ns 
"r ' , . "*v) :  

ard access to Eirst
/  t  wrr*  * \

world markets for the industrial products of the NfCs - and in

ad.d-ition to that massive increases in aid, includ.ing an emergency

nr.oora.r^- of  eor ' rrstr-  cniwen the nresent economic si tuat ion the
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First world can only d-o this if the Third- world gives sonething in

rctrrrn- a.nd tha. i  someth' i  ng is the old conbinat ion of raw mater ials
t  qrr*

and mrr]zaf  a.  q nrodi  n l ' : t r l  o sr : r^:rr tapd st lnnlrr  nf  eommndi t i  o=/ra*@llu UL@INE uD. @ Ir lsulv vavle vevu v4}/Yr. /

m:.J-,or i : .1 s -  . i .nel-r4 ' ino ni l  nnd p mtprsr, t ,opr l  and nfed. iCtable mafketl r r@ U€MID t  lafuluur l f6 vf  !  a 64*t*rr

for more sophisticated products. That way everybod,y will gain,

the economies of the First woTld wilf start ninning normall-y

again, unemployrLent rdll decreaser perhaps dor.^m to close to zero,

and J: l ra intel  nr .nr :ass r^r i  l ' l  rnene1.Fte o-O':g1.,  Sr:rn ' l  r rq tn 1.pl  n l - ,Lc
f  -  vvvPv *a us g!rv+ P uv rrvr lJ

rest of the fhird world. l.dhat could be better than that!

But behind, this, and in ad.d-ition to the assumption that

the time ord.el for international versils intranational- redistri-

b--rtion is immaterral) l-urks the second. assu,nption, of harmory

of interests.  To explore the val idi ty of this assumption, let

us look at what the three parts of the Third world- are supposed.

tn r ln eAmj f f .or l - l r r  f rnm a qnrrrer,rha.f  errni  ca. l  -  hrr t  a. l  so or l i  teUU uVt UVLIL vvsufJ ! !vrr I  a v vJtL 'v?1

real ist ic ang1e.

F?om the OPEC point of  v ie":  obviru-sly,  better pr ices for

oi l  was not a concession granted. h.r  lha t r ' i rst  r . ror fdvJ

but s imnlv sometL' inr"  t1"e OPFIC countr ies obtained and" cont inue to
vq u ! ! r rPtJ vvr l rv

obtain by playing the market fairly much the sarne way as any

(-,ear) nononol ist ic sel ler can do. There was nothing myster ious

about it, simply a question of announcang new prices on a take-

i t -or- l -eave-i t  basis.  But this means there is nothing the First

world- caf,r concede except willingness to continue buying. fhe only

card- the West can play is the threat of really d.eveloping alter-

native sou-rces of enerry, but that seens stil l to be for the
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basicallv
futr:re. The market wtrryremaii a sellerst market for some time

to come and oPEC aid r'dll probably mainly go to their Arab and

Muslim brothers and. in the fight against Isreal.

As to t}:e predictable price - why should OPEC prefer that

to unpredictabi l i ty,  abi l i ty to play the market as new si tuat ions

emer"oe? Whrr shnr: ld thprr  onl :cr  a.nw l r jnd nf  ' lnno ram amaomahr

however d.ynamically formulated., that r,ioul-d tie their hand-s? Just

to take an example: how coufd. arly long term formul_a take into

a.f :eOttnt  the nnqci  1^- i ' l  i  t - -  + ' ,^^r  ] - - ,a me in?.  n i ' l  qrrnn' l  - r 'arq Trqr anr iauvwwru ufrs }JwDD!u!! I  uJ vt tav uwu r t rauv! ul r  DJIJIJTTc!D, ! !af_ 4f ju

Trpn m'i  ol^f n^no close towards d-estrov' j  npn ea.r:h nther r s ni r  srrr,nl r7r i rS vavrr  vuf , rg!  D vf , j  DUP_ufJ

notent i  a. l  inr  qnme t ine -  thcrohv nressin.cn i - .ha nr. i  eaq rrn hanqrrcavlrLre t  yr  uuprr t6 urrs 
l / ! !veu +!  wgvaaDg

of rodrrnpd qrrnn' l  r r?

And as-to the demand for high level prod-ucts - why should

that d-emand. necessarily go in the d.irection of the Northwest?

For passenger planes, military hardware of all kinds, and.

urr i  versi  tv st ldv nl  :  r .os iho Tlnr. thr^re st  r^r i ' l  I  nrohal1r ?ame i  r  *ha mrr  vkuJ l r@UgD ul fg !J\J l  L-- . ,  - -  - - - -  
, . -JIn

supplier for sonre tirne to come. But for mary other highly

sophisticated- prod.ucts the world- Southeast may offer both ]cetter and

cheaper producLs ancl lce just as close; Lhe Southeast borderinq both on

rnd.ian occean and. on the Pacific and if the soci-alist cou:rtries

could offer something, ffhX sl-ould they not iruy fron them if ad'.zant-aqe-

ous for some reason or another,  e.g. i f  fess erpensive? After al l

some OPEC cormtries d-o so alread;-, or have d_one so, for military

La.rdwa.re -  ar 'd,  t^  Some gxtent for  na.ssenrrcr  n ' l : .nes A_nd str :drr  n ' l  :nr raruvvalg,  or lu vv Dvurg yIUcr lu rur } , ! ! !_!v!  y**_es.

To have been a colonial power is an ambiguous thing: there are

t i  ps ,  sa:ra nf  i :J- .am nnai  * i  r ra +t-uasor Drr . lc  \ r r  vrre.rr  pvD!v!vc,  L le7.e l_S even nOStalgia fOf:  the

the
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ord"erliness of the old. days. But some of the t_ies are negative.

balance is bound- to osci l late st i l l  for some t ime to come. But

in general the oPEC countries woul-d. be stupid- not to trade r^rith

the NICs, particularly those in the Southeast and Japan.

Then- the lTICs. Here one nav ta]  k:hn-r t  coneessions ss

the lllCs by and. large compete with d.omestic producers in the

First  worfdr €.9.  in the f ie ld.  of  text i fes.  The First  wor ld.

countr j -es are in a better posi t ion here, they can demand a

quid. pro quo. But it is far from obvious that they will get

what they want, for what they want is to maintain the old

d.ivision of labour between the sophisticated. and the more ele-

mentary, between the I'cooked and the raw'r. And why should the

lTT/ac raaazl  +Lct div is ion of  ]4fn ' r r  arrnart  fn-  a sma. l l  grorrrr  nfvr ravv\A, 9^u9!u lu l  6!v4P Vr

prod.ucts and for a limited period. of tirne? ikry sho-:ld they

assr lmA tLa.t  therr  a.re onlw e: .nahl  o un to i -or .o nat.  a qtan ]- : ry. l - l^ay.vapsvle 4!  uv :_9!9,  l juu 4 DvgIJ _du_-=!,

e.g. that they can never make airplanes when they have already

(Sol th Korca.-  for  insta.nce) -  r r rnven their  abi l i t r r  tn ?,rr i td hi  mhl\uv+urr  Mlvat Iv.  l f lDvat lwY, l  t  l .Jat ;VCI l  Ul lgI I '  aUII I l " . , r  _, ,=r_-Y

sophisticated ships? If military hard-ware is the matter why

should the Nrcs not also be able to make that, periraps not at the

same level of  sophist icat ion but suff ic ient for sone wars: and at

l -east cornpet i t ive with some of the lef t-overs from product ion

cycl-es generatrons old-, recycled. to the Third_ world. from the

First and. sometimes from the Second"?

The answer to this would be that if they d.o not buy some

thing they cannot sell anything either. But that is only an

important answer as long as the First world. is a (near)
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monopsonist ic bqyer.  The First  worl-d.  has been in that posi t ion

for some time, aJnong other reasons because Third. rrrorl-d- corrntries

may have preferred First  world prod.ucts to those of their  fel ]ow

countries in the Third. world, for reasons of qualif,y, price and

snobbishness. But this is rapid.ly changing, with increasing

Third world.  sol idar i ty and. sales networds, and with d_ecreasing

faith in the assumption that everything from the First world rs

good by d.ef ini t ion. Hence, again the harmony picture is based. on

assumptions that no longer necessari ly obtain, or wi l l  not obtarn

for long.

Hnr^rerrar - the hasi r:  a.r.orlnent whv the NTCs mi r"ht nnt I  ike

to enter into a new d.ivision of labor_rr would be, i_n rny mind,

tha. t  bv doinc" so thcw r^ronl  d fore.e"o the r :ha.nne nf  dorral  nninov ef  vyrrrb

their own industr:-es in the fields reserrred for the First worl-d-.

After all these industries where the l' irsl r"rorfd. stil_l has an

advanf; .se a.re not th: . t  o ' l  11 :  thew marr:ctrr : . l l r r  ho nn] rr  tan-. f i r^ron]-rruv vusrrJ v9 v- f4J vvrr_ vw er,  uJ

years ahead, of the most ad-vanced. NICs. How much time would it

tntra +a aalnt^- ta? SO mUch that i t  wOuld be WOrth 61^i1e tv inr-v--  vr f - ! rv vJ t , r6

ones-self  to an agreement l :ng last ing eno"rgh to be interest ing

f or the First world.? Maybe in some very fer,r fields, but in

oararel  nal  A-.d.  One iS remindCd of  the fate of  Snai .n i .n t t -avrf  v !  aL= vr v lwalr l  _r I  ur-g

sixteenth centtsry, very rich due to the robberies in South

America, "recycl ing" thei-r  r iches in the d- irect ion of England

and the Low countries as it was not consid-ered. very becoming for

nann] a L ' i  -1r  . - .4 |6 malra f .h i  ncq fho--a]  "rac 
+1- 

^a.  
' ta^1r mtn* *ham A f+^-pculJfs !1161r-uIJ u- . . .*- , -  

- ,^gr l r -yrvg-,  
TJI IeJ uuuBl. t tJ tJt lg l l l  .  . l { I  t rgr

soma t i  me Sna. i  ?1 1^r2 s ma.d e noor thrnrroh hor r i  nhoq nron' i  <o]  r rr rv!  !  !vf  reo 
I , !  9rJ!pgrJ
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because she did- not have to learn how to make tl:rinEs. and.

- . t-{horeh.{ / r ,^r , r  an.-h*r iac haarma 
^f  nn-rrse- +-1^e nra.dla nf  r :a.n- i fa. l ism.lvvv vvwf ,  wlrv vraqrg v!  vay!  usf la

The OPIIC countries may be headed. for this. The NfCs are harld.y

that unwise.

Then. from the point of view of the rest of the Third

Vor1d. Is it so obvious that aid. is what they need" most? 0f

course, arry cabinet minister in a poor Third. world co'.:.ntry, long

on nrnicr : i - ,s a.nd qhnr-- f .  nre f i r " rds.  nnrt i  o: , t1 ar l  r r  r f l61 the loans havevr] ! !vJ).Y*-

been serviced, will be in favor-rr of aid-, particularly untiedo

-ar* i^- ." lar- t r r  
in f1^6:16p of  s.ra.r ts or sof t  loans. But d- id.  the

countrj-es with an ad-equate stand-ard of living tod.ay d.evelop thai

way? And was this the method for the socialist cor:ntries that

have ensured for its 'oeople at least the abolition of naterial

misery, i f  not much more? In short ,  ruhere is the country that

actually d.eveloped. the Brand-t Report way, is there such a country

anywhere? Or, d-id. coi-rntries develop either the Japanese r,vay by

srrstenat i  r :a. l l r r  s.rhst i  t . r t inc eani tal  and research for labour t i l l

in the end. highly capital - and research - intensive prod.ucts

could. compete on the world. market and the value add.ed, coul-d flow

i rJ-a Tonc- nr a ' lse hrr  r^r i tLdra.r . r ing f rom the world.  market fOf a
" . j i : : j j : | : : . . . . .3" 'v

period., d.eveloping the d-omestic productive assests to the maximurrL?

Tn ot l^er rnrnrds- c ' j iher hv doine" What the r iCh sgni ta l is f  c '6114f7j^^l f r  v vf fv!  ,  sf  urrs!  wJ uvr l f6 Vvr1s u Urrv I IUI l  va! !  U@!!D U UVQI U!Iqp

had. done before them, or by being more sel f-rel iant,  social ist  or

not! But this is not the Third- world country as envisaged. by the

Brandt Report. The Third. world. country participates in the

mqrlral . .  hrr  d ol  i  r rar i  no *ha nnmmnd i  * i  ac f  af  a l^ac 
-and 

nr i  naq fnnr-rarr ls u uJ u9!!v9! ! -16 urfu vvr- l r rvur uf  9p t  f  s uuI19D 5uuu IJr !ugD IU!



_13_

them, is a recipi-ent of aid" and obliges through internal reforrn.

There cannot possibly be many such countr ies in the world,  so

part ic ipatory, yet with a humil i ty the West never had.

F?on the First world point of view: is it so obvious that

this real ly wi l l  solve their  problems? I f  the problenn is rm-

ennl orrnent -  ihon the A.nnroa.el^ opp11s i  1- l  s-r i  tcd for  h i  ch I  orralavrf  DsgrtLD !rr  D4{ u9u, _ __ ___o_-

sonl^ ist ' inpted nrodr:ets a.re oeneral lv not nrodr:ecd t ,hrnrrrnh err f f i -IJ!vuuvur e!s 6ett9!*_+J

ei ert lw l :hnrrr  intcrrs i1r t r  n lcrctrsses to be raal  l r r  ha' lnf : r l  invvvupvD uv ve !  =arrJ r_vr_yr rL L-r

coimtries with a big labour stock and an .-rnenplolnnent rate

l 'nr ' la- i - -  ^^ 
- t rvr .  

On the other ha.nr l -  I  i  t l^o nrnd.-nf . i .1r  hrn^adeuvrqgr1116 w!!  Lv/o.  v l t  or tE u ul l t r i t  r r4Jtu,  _f  u4_E yrurLt l^u uIUI_ l j j : ,oce$b;

is maLe more labour intensive, then, with current prices for labour

the prod.ucts woul-d. hardly be competitive with what the NICs

relative]y easily should be able to make - for instance with some

Japanese technical  assistance. But even i f  i t  could work for

some years it wculd only be a stop-e.ap meas-lre. The Northwest

can st i l l  for some t ime d.el- iver capital  goods, even factor ies with

f l .p lzplr ' in thc doo--  a.nd nn. l rp l ronr=v- Rlr f  rnrh,qJ:  h:nnanq r^r ' leor *haurrs r lgJ I l l  Ul lq uvw! 
,  

a! ! t  l - I@Ag t l_U_- 
-  

, i__k J __*f  !  v__E 
-* . ;TO

are enough factories in the Third world to supply Third world

markets, or even worl-d" markets? Moreover, if the d.emand. from

Third worl-d- countries, particularly oPEC and. Nrc corrntries, can

be met through capital-  and researclr inlgnsiys First  world-

product ion processes, is i t  not l ikely that the First  world.  wi l l_

f inr l  ea.n ' i t : l is t  srrnnl iars r . r ' i l l ' inpn to sel ' l  orron' i1-  r :namn- ' l  nrman* juaraD u Du. l i ]y l rsr  D WIIMIb vv vvrr  u v uj l  r_ ,^._,_ .  _S

not al leviated. the sl ightest? And is i t  not relat ively reasonable

to assume that this was the basis for the conservative-socral

d.emocrat compromisq even harnorgr, that is the essence of the
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Brand-t Report: the conservatives thor-rght that this could bring

prof i ts,  the social  d.emocrats that i t  could br ing jobs?

Thus o the conclusion becomes as stated. in the beginning

f ha 'nn'l i  nrr recommend.ations are ur.realistic because they

are tased. on an assumption of mutuaL interest, even harmony ('I,rie

srnlr J:o.cnether nr r^ro rno dornnr toenethertr) tha.t i  s rrnraa. ' l  i  st i  e rnirren
blvvyvvvbvqvvt l rb lvgl-

the general structu"re of the world. econony, and the uneven deve-

1 on'nc'rt - lrrt trrren if recommend-ations co-rld- be imnl e'nerrtc,l ar'd'
,  

\ j r r*

that is the second- argument,  the net resuft  is l ikely to be

continued. increase in the gap between poor and rich in most of

the Third. world countries. reinforcement of the world d-ivision

of labour, and. no appreciable decrease in the rmemplo;rment in

the rich cormtries because the trend- toward-s even higLler

prod.uctivity will be given a new lease on time with the ord-ers

srrnnosed-lrr f' l ni^r'i ns in from the Third r,rorld. A11 of this because

of the blatantly ltrong implicit assr,rtrption that it d,oes not matter

much what comes first, inter- or intra.national redistribution.

But that conclusion points a l i t t le f-arther,  to a more

nol i t ic: l  r :nnnlrr_sion. Are we not in the Brand-t  renort  once mor' t ru !  9p v!  u vI Iv I  f r !v!  c

facing the id.ea that the Third- world. has to solve the problems of

the First  world? I t  started- with the spices to keep our meat

throloh the I  p2.71 caacnne ann*i"- \11ed With al l  k inds of  f , roni  cal
'vvLLUlvyJuaf

prod.ucts,  then with soldiers dr.r . r ing the First  and. Second. wcrld

wars to help the colonial powers r,rin those r,rars a.gainst those who

had nnno 
^r  

r rarr  far ' r  a^l  nr i  ac 
-1"en E"rest  workefS. NOt, f  the Thi fd-v erJ

v/orlc" (particnlarly OPEC and [E) econorny -is as]<eC to bail out the

First World economy - an econorny that seems to ire rapidly beconing the
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col-oured manr s burd-en? And. given the overrid. ing concern in the

lr ' :"rdl-.  r .onnrt r^r i . th international affairs that burr lcn is AlraF nrrcl^^zi! !@Iruu !gyv!  u wr ul i  l l luurr iavlvrra!  u u(Augt l  !J 9v9rr  PqDrrsu

nr tn fha nnnr nnl  nrrred man, a-n aoi ' t tz1 ' l t r  rnrnm:n q ' inna rr l  i jmr ' f .a- l  r rv qe4 ! . , t  YY vtr lwl I  
t

she is tire one on whom the pressu-re falls most heavrly as she

runs the d.wind.ling inforrnaf , subsi-stence sector that ultinatefy ir;

the shaky basis of i t  a l l :  fs this not a l i t t le too much in the

old Western trad-ition,when stripped. of its l:umanitarian rhetoric?

fs it not simply the old structi-rre, doomed. to generate the same

old. problems?

In conclusion: there are of cou-rse nany positive elements

in the report even if the basic construction is faulty in the mind.

of the nrcser i  ar : tLor-  Thc strcscsi : ' i  ors for  c l^a.-oAs of l  tLc Fret{ .on

Woorls srrstcm saem maa.ninof i l l  -  
rn in in Tn-OnAD :r1d GAIT into onepJ p vvl l  r r rbf  4r  

u 
vtrr  vf !

orrna..n' i  sa.t i  on nerh:ns I ess sn a.s thi c TrA.v den-{rre the fhird. r, . lor ld

of its d-e facto secretariat - but then the Third- lyorld. will

nroba.blv come r in with i ts own Secretar iat  to counter the erneri i .se

of the OECD, the tr\.:ropean Cormunity and other bod-ies aryhow. And

the GATT free trade assumption is probably totally unrealistic and.

wifl break d.owr when the llorthwest Teal-l-y starts build.ing tariff

and non-tariff barriers asa.inst the Southeast"

Mnq t  nnqi  t i  r ra hnr^rprrar 
/  '  '  \_*, is the r .o1d) id.ea of a world.  tax

on govefirments as a sortrce of revenue to carry out world social_

welfare tasks. This could. be coupled with increasing mult i -

lateralisation of, all kinds of teclurical assistance. The cunent

qrrs j - .am narrni  t t i  nc nnrrn-hr i  aq rnd roci  nrq ni  norrnlr ' i  ae *n n?^raqq

human misery through the instrument of bilateral- or regional
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assistance into foreign pol icy instruments should. be scr:apped" as

what it is: a continuation of colonialism with other meansr com-

bined" with the usual Western missionary zeal in trying to form the

societ ies of other peoples in o-;r  image. Bi lateral  aid.  agencies

should be local branches of UNDP, just that. A world tax levied-

and disbursed- collectively, through IJ1'l organs, lrould. be an

institutionalisatj-on of world solid-arity. There would be obvious

imperfections characteristic of heavy bureacraucies, but that nay

be a.  nr iee rre h:rrc to na.w i r r  oz 'der to set  o-r i  nr  the current

mar jnrr la. torrr  n-y.6n- l - ' i  nac -rc jno +cchnical  assi  stance to aid the

donor corrntrrr  a.nd the recini  onl-  corrnirry-  c l  . ' r :ps - 'Lore than thosev v+l / r  ! - r  r  L

rea. l  lw in need -  Tr l rc Rranr l t  renol ' f  shOUld haVe devel  nned t l^ i  sv utvt /vs

f r rn lhar and aanf,2jnlv noi  in the direCt iOn Ol 'a tax on arns t rad.evvr v*rr ! ! . /

that wi l l  only serve asconscience money and. increase the pr ices to

fh a hr rrrar

But all of this are among the kind. cf things that will

take place at the surface of the world, in the thin layer of

negot iat ing and cooperat ing el i tes. A-nd tr is is where the model

fails: international kelmesianism may create some richer cor.:ntries

in the Ti , i rd- world bu.t  not r icher people, except at the top, the

elites. All one can reach through international restructr.ring

r , rnrr l  r ]  'no nnnr nnrrr f r i  aq rnl  nnnn na^- l  a

Let us look at reality, not at sentimental and moralizing

rhetor ic:
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North in Malaysia Uniroyal  p lantat ions (American
Holding Company )  has one of  i ts  p lantat ions,
Harvard Estate,  B,OOO acres,  1r4OO rubber tappers,
most of  them Indians. The salary is a l i t t le above
US $2/-  per day. THe house of  the manager and his
pr ivate property cover:s twice as much ground as the
plots of  f i f ty  of  the tappers together.  Fi f ty fami l ies
share one publ ic to i let ;  water and electr ic i ty are
always scarce; unemployment is increasing; when
they become too old they can no longer l ive on the
plantat ion where they have worked al l  their  I ives,
etc.

A l i t t le fur ther north in Southeast Asia we f ind the same

picture:

South in Thai land, Tombol Nogplap in the I lua Hin
distr ict ,  DoIe Thai ,  owned by Cast le & Cook, df l
enormous transnat ional  corpora. t ion in agrobus j -ness,
heavy industr ies and real-  estate,  has a plantat ion
- about 25O km from Bangkok. Ten thousand acres,
3OOO workers cul- t ivat ing pineapple to be transported
to the headquarters in San Francisco. First  they
bought the ground, squeezing out the peasants 1 iv ing
off  the soi ] ,  then they of fer  the jobs to the landless,
and they pay sl ight ly below US $2/-  per day.
SOmetimes there is no work,  then there is no salary
ei ther,  only wai t ing.  The local  d i rector earns
thir ty t i rnes as rnuch as the workers.  The work is
heavy, the sun burns,  chemicals used for spraying
burn on the skin.  There are s ix workers in each
room, machines make so much noise that they cannot
talk together,  managers have their  own club with
swimming pool ,  tennis,  bar and gol f  -  the cornpany
pays the gol f  b i l f ,  good for business. Vast sums of
money leave the country.
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rs there ary hope for these workers in arqr of the proposals

of the Brand-t commission? - apart from the pious hope that the

darra ' l  . - ' i -m ^^.-- t r ies wi l l  thenselves in i t rate reforms -  onnier rrr6 vvwr u!reD wrrr  urrql . lDgA V ED f  l l -L t r !d.  Ue I .L_ _*- . -_

just  distr ibut ions of income, general  part ic ipat ion in the

development process? Nothing ser ious as far as one can see" To

fight hr:nger samcks of emergency and. catastrophe heIp, not of

last in.c" so' l r t t ' i  ons tha.t  r :a.rr  r t r l r r  nmo : \nr . l  ' l . r r  + i r r inc - l .ha nnnrac*erra v vqfr  vrr lJ uvlrs avVU U UJ 
BL *_-O v-_v f  vvr vp v

d. irect access to soi l  ,  water,  seed.s, cred. i t  and technolory.

Health and ed-ucation are excellent but insufficient if the material

basis is missing. To prod.uce for export gives no guarantee at al-l

for a better stand-ard of living; it may even red.uce that stand-ard-

as prod-uct ive assets are absorbed in the erport  sector.

No. The West has to find- other ways of coming to grips

with its overprod.u-ction probler,r and. sooner cr later it w-ill

nroba.blv ha.rre f .n ha -orr  deer^aaqinc r :  l ' r  ar  - l ' rcr  inuv _ - ___*-, _,.creasine the

prod.uctivity. And. the s:rvival cf those really in need_ will

continue to d.epend on their only real sou-rce of hope :

their o'wn self-relia"nt struggle.


